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This letter of Sir Edwin Lutyens is grotesque with its talk
of the sculptor in the " full vigour of work and imagination ",
etc. etc., in view of the fact that this eminent and busy
architect has never once even approached me with a request
for sculpture during his long life.

Before the mutilation of the statues, Sir Muirhead Bone,
wishing to preserve something of them, proposed making
casts, I sent my moulder, an expert, to see what could be
done. He was received with discourtesy by the Southern
Rhodesian officials and told that he would not be given facili-
ties, not even in the matter of water, to get on with the work.
On that account Sir Muirhead had to go ahead with other
moulders, who hustled through a wretched job and made
moulds which were complete travesties of the originals.
The battle was lost. I had made my protest on aesthetic and
spiritual grounds. Naturally, in a court of law I had no
case, and so my earliest large work ended tragically.

Anyone passing along the Strand can now see, as on some
antique building, the few mutilated fragments of my
decoration.1

1 For ftuther articles and loiters see Appendix :  Strand Statues:  A
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